Grand Valley State University

ScholarWorks@GVSU
2013-2014, Volume 38

Grand Valley Forum, 1976-

11-11-2013

Grand Valley Forum, volume 038, number 12,
November 11, 2013
Grand Valley State University

Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/forum38
Part of the Archival Science Commons, Education Commons, and the History Commons
Recommended Citation
Grand Valley State University, "Grand Valley Forum, volume 038, number 12, November 11, 2013" (2013). 2013-2014, Volume 38. 11.
http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/forum38/11

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Grand Valley Forum, 1976- at ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for
inclusion in 2013-2014, Volume 38 by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@gvsu.edu.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2013

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

Reverse transfers signed with all community colleges
Grand Valley is the first university in the state
to sign reverse transfer agreements with all 28
community
colleges in
Michigan.
The final
signing, with
Bay de Noc
Community
College in
Escanaba,
took place
October
31. This
agreement
helps
students who
transferred to
Grand Valley
complete an
associate’s
degree at the
community

college. The initiative applies to students who
have completed at least 40 credits at Bay de
Noc, but transferred to Grand Valley
before earning an associate’s degree.
“Students transferring to Grand Valley
from any one of the Michigan public twoyear schools are the beneficiaries of this
work in creating all of these agreements,”
said Lynn Blue, vice provost and dean
of Academic Services and Information
Technology.
Blue said many community college
students transfer to a four-year school
before completing requirements for an
associate’s degree.

Grand Valley is the first university in the
state to sign reverse transfer agreements
will all community colleges.

“Rarely did students know to transfer
their four-year work back to their former
school,” she said. “Now there is a process
and an agreement on the part of all of the
two-year schools to help those students
with a richly deserved credential.”

President Thomas J. Haas said the university’s
relationship with every community college in
Michigan “brings real value for students.”
“These partnerships will help students achieve
their dreams of earning a college degree,” Haas
said.
“At the end of the day, it’s all about students
being successful. I want to congratulate Lynn
Blue for her tireless work and success in
arranging all 28 agreements.”
The 28 community colleges are Alpena, Bay de
Noc, Delta, Glen Oaks, Grand Rapids, Gogebic,
Henry Ford, Jackson, Kalamazoo Valley,
Kellogg, Kirtland, Lake Michigan, Lansing,
Macomb, Mid-Michigan, Monroe County,
Montcalm, Mott, Muskegon, North Central
Michigan, Northwestern Michigan, Oakland,
Schoolcraft, St. Clair County, Southwestern
Michigan, Washtenaw, Wayne County District
and West Shore.

Across Campus
Students with disabilities
discuss challenges
Students with disabilities held a panel
discussion October 30 to discuss their
challenges and successes on campus.

to hear me out and listen to ways to improve
the campus,” she said.
Deible added that while her Laker Village
apartment can accommodate her wheelchair,
the university should consider more upperclass accessible housing.

Senior Scott Lacey said he lost his
vision four years ago. He appreciates
being able to take the Campus
Connector, but said sometimes in the
winter he can’t hear his cane on the
sidewalks because of the snow.

All students agreed Grand Valley was more
accessible than other campuses they have
visited.

Board approves
change in retiree
medical benefits
At the November 1 meeting, Grand Valley’s
Board of Trustees approved a change to the
current retiree medical benefit. The change will
impact any faculty or staff member hired next
year, but not affect current employees.

Lacey was joined by three other
students at the event, which was
held in the Mary Idema Pew
Library Learning and Information
Commons and highlighted October
as Disabilities Awareness Month.
Stephanie Deible, who has cerebral
palsy and uses a wheelchair, said
administrators are very open to
suggestions about accessibility. “I
enjoy the openness of administration

Elyse Garett has cerebral palsy and sometimes
uses crutches. She said doors without
automatic buttons are sometimes challenging.

Photo by Elizabeth Lienau

Scott Lacey talks about what it’s like to be blind on campus during a
student panel presentation.

Since 1990, Grand Valley has provided reduced
cost participation in the standard medical
plan for pre-65-year-old retirees and a partial
supplement towards purchasing a Medicare
supplement insurance plan for retirees 65 and
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1

KCON conducts biometrics clinic

older, based on years of service.
At that time it was a typical benefit at Michigan’s public universities.
Because that is no longer the case, trustees approved limiting the retiree
medical benefit to faculty and staff members hired on or before December
31, 2013.

Call for AP nominations
The Administrative/Professional Committee is seeking nominations
of outstanding staff members to recognize their work on behalf of the
university.
Online nominations will be accepted through March 14. AP staff members
can be nominated for awards by students, faculty or staff members.
Nominations are reviewed by the AP Awards Committee. The six
categories are Achievement, Commitment to Diversity, Commitment
to Students, Innovation, Outstanding Team Project, and Service to
Community.
Visit the AP website at www.gvsu.edu/ap/awards to learn more about the
categories and to nominate someone.

Boelkins selected to lead
faculty advisors during orientation
Matt Boelkins, professor of mathematics, was selected as the new director
of faculty advisors for New Student Orientations.
In addition to his role as a faculty member, Boelkins begins his
responsibilities this fall with recruiting faculty to serve as advisors for
Summer Freshman Orientation and Transfer Student Orientations.
He will also help train students, faculty and staff members who will work
during orientation sessions for new students.
Nancy Giardina, vice provost for Student Success, thanked Teresa Beck
and Kathy Bailey, who had served as, respectively, director and assistant
director.
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Nursing students hosted a biometrics clinic at DoMoreGood, a creative
services agency in Grand Rapids, in mid-October. Sue Harrington, assistant
professor of nursing, said 25 people participated and had their numbers
checked at four stations staffed by student volunteers. They also gave a
presentation about healthy habits.

Website lists resources
for conflict resolution
Perhaps it’s two colleagues who have differences in communication styles
and find it hard to work together. Maybe it’s an entire department with
unusually high stress.
Human Resources has created a website that lists resources to help
faculty and staff members deal with the problems listed above and others
that might arise. The Conflict Resolutation Process offers effective tools
ranging from mediation services to formal grievance procedures.
The site also lists the appropriate contact person per situation; for
example, faculty members who are experiencing an issue should contact
continues on page 3

Conference held for state writing centers

Faculty and staff members can find an online
“Sketches” submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/forum.
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Patrick Johnson, assistant director of the Writing Center, is pictured with writing
consultants at the Michigan Writing Centers Association conference, held at the Mary
Idema Pew Library Learning and Information Commons. Lee VanOrsdel, dean of University
Libraries, gave the keynote address. Nearly 200 students, faculty and staff members from
Michigan attended the October conference.
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What’s Ahead
Battle of the Valleys
raises money for
nonprofit
Grand Valley and Saginaw Valley State
University will face off in the 11th annual Battle
of the Valleys to raise the most donations for a
selected organization.
From November 10-16, Grand Valley will raise
donations for S.P.O.R.T.S. (Students Providing
Opportunities and Recreation Through Sports),
the first student-run organization beneficiary
since the competition began. S.P.O.R.T.S.,
founded by student Tyler Kinch, is a nonprofit
organization that works to bring sports to
underprivileged children.
The winner will be announced at halftime
during the Grand Valley vs. Saginaw Valley
football game at Lubbers Stadium on Saturday,
November 16.
Sponsored by Grand Valley’s Student Senate,
Battle of the Valleys aims to develop school
pride and bring together students to support
a charitable cause. Events such as a 5K Glow
Run, talent show and fashion show will take
place throughout the week.
Students, faculty and staff members can donate
online or buy a T-shirt. Event details are online
at www.gvsu.edu/battleofthevalleys.
Since Battle of the Valleys began in 2003, Grand
Valley and Saginaw Valley have raised more
than $390,000 in support of organizations
like Make a Wish Foundation, Student
Advancement Foundation, Boys & Girls Club of
Saginaw County and United Way.

9 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday, November 15. People can
drop off their recyclables and learn more about
sustainable resources.

Campus book club author
to give presentation

America Recycles, a program of Keep America
Beautiful, is a national day dedicated to
celebrating recycling.

The author of a book featured in the LGBT
Resource Center’s book discussion group will
visit campus on Friday, November 15.

Workshop will highlight
healthy desserts

Dean Spade examines poverty, violence,
criminalization and immigration enforcement
facing trans populations in his book, Normal
Life: Administrative Violence, Critical Trans
Politics, and the Limits of Law.

A Kent County Health Department
representative will host a cooking
demonstration that focuses on healthy desserts.
Sponsored by Health and Wellness, “Healthier
Desserts? It’s True,” is set for Tuesday,
November 12, at noon in the Kirkhof Center,
room 2266.
Participants will learn how to use nuts,
unsweetened cocoa, dried and fresh fruit to
satisfy their sweet tooth. Register online at
www.gvsu.edu/seminar.

Spade is an associate professor at Seattle
University School of Law and is co-editor of the
online journal Enough.

KCON to host
presentation by
Naval officer, nurse
With more than 21 million veterans living in
the U.S., representing World War II to Iraq and
Afghanistan, health care for this population
is growing increasingly complex. How nurses
respond to this challenge is the subject of a
campus presentation.

For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/
battleofthevalleys.

Lisa Osborne, a Naval officer who served as
a nurse anesthetist in and out of combat, will
give the 2013 Wesorick Lectureship, “Nursing
Reconsidered,” on Friday, November 15, from
1-3 p.m., at the DeVos Center, Loosemore
Auditorium.

Holland campus
to host recycling fair

Her presentation is sponsored by the Kirkhof
College of Nursing and the Bonnie Wesorick
Center for Health Care Transformation.

The Meijer Holland Campus will celebrate
“America Recycles” this week with a series
of lunch presentations, and a recycling and
resource fair.

Osborne is an associate professor of nursing at
the Uniformed Services University of Health
Sciences in Bethesda, Maryland, and served in
the Navy for more than 20 years.

Three lunch presentations are scheduled on
Tuesday-Thursday, November 12-14, at noon.
Sally Vissers will lead a session on upcycling,
Ken Freestone will discuss composting and
Don Triezenberg will discuss community
energy. Visit www.gvsu.edu/holland, click on
Sustainability, for details.

The program is free and open to the public.
RSVP by sending an email to knightke@gvsu.
edu or calling x15783.

A recycling and resources fair will run from

His presentation is scheduled for 6 p.m. at the
Cook-DeWitt Center. For more information,
visit www.gvsu.edu/lgbtrc.

Representatives from KCON, Grand Valley’s
Veterans Network, Department of Veterans
Affairs OEF/OIF and Women’s Programs,
and other military branches will host tables
following the presentation.

Members of the Laker Marching Band will perform
selections from their season Sunday in the Kelly
Family Sports Center.

Laker Marching
Band to perform
season highlights
“Bandorama” will feature highlights from the
2013 Laker Marching Band season.
The performance is set for Sunday, November
17, from 7:30-9 p.m. in the Kelly Family Sports
Center. It is free and open to the public.
The band, now with more than 200 members,
performs under the direction of John Martin
at home football games, many campus events
and at Rosa Parks Circle during the kickoff to
ArtPrize. Each home game performance has
brought a new show, with music ranging from
the songs of Elton John, Pink, Toby Keith and
Herbie Hancock.
For more information, call x13484 or visit www.
gvsu.edu/music.

Across Campus
continued from page 1
Jon Jellema, while Beth Evans is the contact for
medical or maternity leave questions.
Sue Sloop, work life consultant, said an example
of a problem that might reach mediation is a
staff member who experiences difficulty with a
supervisor and is unable to maintain a positive
work environment.
She said 25 faculty and staff members have
been trained as mediators to help facilitate
conversations. Vist www.gvsu.edu/hro and
click on “Conflict Resolution Process” to learn
more.

Researcher studies
gender criteria
Gender is no longer determined solely by
biological factors, according to a new study by
a Grand Valley researcher that was published
in Gender & Society and generated widespread
media attention.
Laurel Westbrook, assistant professor of
sociology, and Kristen Schilt, assistant
professor of sociology at the University of
Chicago, examined various case studies and
found that biological factors, such as genitals
and chromosomes, used to be the ultimate

determiner of gender, but
that is slowly changing.
Westbrook examined case
studies involving public
debates over the expansion
of transgender employment
rights, policies determining
eligibility of transgender
people for competitive
Laurel Westbrook
sports, and proposals to
remove the genital surgery
requirement for a change
of sex marker on birth certificates.
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General Events
Mon., Nov. 11
5 p.m.: High School Brass Day. PAC. Call
x13484 for more information.
6 p.m.: Business Ethics Center hosts “Death,
Dying, and Discussing Advance Care
Directives.” Loosemore Auditorium, DEV.
Call x17100 for more information.

Tues., Nov. 12
7:30-9 a.m.: Secchia Breakfast Lecture with
Dick DeVos. SCB. Call x17100 for more
information.
10 a.m.: FTLC Workshop: “Inclusive
Classroom Language Regarding Sexual
Identity, Expression, and Orientation.”
121E DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar to
register.

www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.
12:30 p.m.: Hauenstein Center Wheelhouse
Talk with Michael DeWilde. UICA, Grand
Rapids. Call x12770 for more information.
6 p.m.: Health and Wellness hosts Financial
Fitness. 3001 SCB. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
seminar to register.

Thurs., Nov. 14
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. 107C DEV.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.
Noon: Health and Wellness hosts What
Daddies Do Best. 2264 KC. Call x12215 for
more information.

Sat., Nov. 16
7:30 p.m.: Theater production:
“Kindertransport.” LAT, PAC. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/theatre for more information.

Sun., Nov. 17
7:30 p.m.: Bandorama with highlights from the
Laker Marching Band Season. KTB. Call
x13484 for more information.

Sports
Tues., Nov. 12
7 p.m.: Women’s Basketball hosts Madonna
University.

6 p.m.: LGBT Resource Center hosts Dean
Spade, “Critical Trans Politics and the
Limits of the Law.” CDC. Call x12530 for
more information.

Thurs., Nov. 14

3:30 p.m.: Bias Incident Protocol Training
Session. 1008 SCB. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
seminar to register.

Fri., Nov. 15

Sat., Nov. 16

4 p.m.: Area Studies hosts “Remolding Minds
in Mao’s China,” by Aminda Smith. B1-138
MAK. Call x18110 for more information.

Noon: Native American Heritage Month
Event: Traditional Native Art. 1240 KC.
Call x12177 for more information.

1 p.m.: Football hosts Saginaw Valley State
University.

8 p.m.: Chamber Music Concert. CDC. Call
x13484 for more information.

1 p.m.: KCON, Wesorick Center host
“Nursing Reconsidered,” by Lisa Osborne.
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x15783
for more information.

Wed., Nov. 13
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. Visit

7 p.m.: Men’s Basketball hosts Hope College.

7:30 p.m.: Theater production:
“Kindertransport.” LAT, PAC. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/theatre for more information.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
John Kilbourne, professor of movement
science, was interviewed by the Orlando
Sentinel for a story about active teaching and
learning environments.

Hospitality and Tourism Management faculty
members Lisa Sisson and Allison Adams
co-wrote an article, “Essential Hospitality
Management Competencies: The Importance
of Soft Skills,” published in the Journal of
Hospitality and Tourism Education.

Julie Guevara, associate vice president for
Academic Affairs, was appointed by Gov. Rick
Snyder to the Hispanic/Latino Commission
of Michigan. She was also appointed to the
Commission on Accreditation, a commission of
the Council of Social Work Education.

Len O’Kelly, visiting professor of
communications, gave a presentation,
“Programming Your Non-Commercial Station
for a Commercial World: The Sequel,” at the
American Collegiate Press/College Media
Association Conference in New Orleans,
Louisiana. He was also named to the College
Media Association Advisory Council.

Cynthia Grapczynski, associate professor and
program director of occupational therapy, was
named a fellow by the American Occupational
Therapy Association, recognizing her
significant contributions to the profession.

Donald Mitchell Jr., assistant professor
of education, received the John Zaugra
Outstanding Research/Publication Award,
presented by the Michigan College Personnel
Association.

Stacey Tvedten, program coordinator for the
Art Gallery, chaired a session, “Leading vs.
Managing a Docent Program,” and coordinated
the Michigan Museum Café Roundtable
Discussions at the Michigan Museum
Association Conference.

Bradley S. Ambrose, professor of physics, gave
a presentation, “Using Research to Investigate
and Enhance Learning in Upper-Division
Mechanics,” at a Physics Education Research
Seminar hosted by the Purdue University.

Sketches

Craig Benjamin, associate professor of history,
Honors College, recorded a 48-lecture course,
“The Foundations of Eastern Civilization,”
released as part of the Teaching Company’s
Great Courses series.
Christopher Toth, assistant professor of
writing, gave a presentation, “Visual Lies:
Ethics, Infographics, and Business
Communication,” at the International
Convention for the Association of Business
Communication in New Orleans, Louisiana.
Laurence José, assistant professor of writing,
gave a presentation, “The Affordances of
Portfolios as Assessment Methods: Fostering a
Rhetorical and Unified Approach to Business
Communication Genres,” at the International
Convention for the Association of Business
Communication in New Orleans, Louisiana.
Brett Bolen, assistant professor of physics, gave
a presentation, “Effect of Global Expansion on
Bending of Null Geodesics,” at the Midwest
Relativity Meeting at the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

